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Pastor Braulio Pérez Marcio
recording LaVoz de la Esperanza

Pastor Enrique Chaij, creator and
speaker of Una Luz en el Camino
and Encuentro con laVida
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Pastor Jan Paulsen (front), president of the General Conference, during the
celebration of the centennial of Casa Publicadora Brasileira in the year 2000
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FLOYD GREENLEAF is one of the most renowned Seventh-day Adventist historians.
Born on October 23, 1931, in Braintree, Vermont, United States, he attended Seventh-day
Adventist schools throughout his elementary and secondary education. In 1955 he gradu-
ated in religion and history from Southern Missionary College (currently Southern Adventist
University) in Collegedale, Tennessee. He holds a MA from George Peabody College of
Vanderbilt University and a PhD in history from the University of Tennessee, and took ad-
ditional graduate courses at the University of Southern Mississippi and the University of
Texas. His doctoral studies centered on Latin American history.

Dr. Greenleaf spent his entire teaching career in Seventh-day Adventist schools, first as
a teacher in junior academies, and from 1966 on at Southern College, where he joined the
History Department and, later on, became vice president for academic administration. Retired
since 1996, he lives with his wife in Lake Suzy, Florida.

His outstanding literary contribution includes the two-volume The Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Latin America and the Caribbean (Andrews University Press, 1992); Light Bearers: A
History of the Seventh-day Adventist Church (in co-authorship) (Pacific Press, 2000), published
also in Spanish (ACES, 2002) and Portuguese (Unaspress, 2009); In Passion for the World:
A History of Seventh-day Adventist Education (Pacific Press, 2005), available also in Spanish
(ACES, 2010); and, more recently, A Land of Hope: The Growth of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in South America (Casa Publicadora Brasileira, 2011), published also in Portuguese
(Casa Publicadora Brasileira, 2011) and Spanish (ACES, 2011).
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rgentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, and
Uruguay. What do these eight countries have in common in
addition to being part of South America? All received the
Adventist message almost at the same time and presently
constitute the territory of the South American Division.
More than a hundred years ago, Adventism arrived in this
land of hope and, over time, gained millions of adherents.

Today, one may look at the large Adventist institutions in these
countries and be tempted to think that everything was easily accom-
plished. But the truth is that the beginning of the spread of the gospel
in South America met many challenges. Pioneers such as Jorge Riffel,
Thomas Davis, Albert Stauffer, Frank Westphal, Fernando Stahl, and
Huldreich Graf witness to that.

In the present age, characterized by its emphasis on the here and now,
we sometimes forget our past. Even icons like Leo Halliwell, with his
self-sacrificing ministry on the rivers of Amazonia, may be forgotten by
new generations. For that reason it is important to study our history and
remember how God has led in all things.

The purpose of this book is to bring back history. Using prima-
ry sources in connection with secondary works, the author, Dr. Floyd
Greenleaf, narrates the beginnings of the Adventist presence in the
powerful continent of South America, as well as its later development
until the beginning of the twenty-first century. In each chapter, in addi-
tion to reliable and intelligent interpretation of facts and figures, you
will discover idealism, inspiration, and hope.

FLOYD GREENLEAF is one of the most well-known Adventist historians.
A graduate with majors in history and religion from Southern Missionary
Co%}:ge (today Southern Adventist University), he has a master’s degree
from George Peabody College and a doctorate in Latin American history from
the University of Tennessee. Among his better known works is Light Bearers
(Pacific Press, 2000), of which he is a co-author with Richard Schwarz. A
keen observer, Greenleaf has a gift to interpret history.
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